BANGOR BOROUGH SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT 197 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, BANGOR, PA

MINUTES AUGUST 17, 2024, 7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL
Members Present:
James W. Kresge
Marissa Donnelly
Rosemarie Capone
Marc Sperling
Barry Schweitzer
James Augustine
Joanna Paulson
Others Present:
Stephen Reider, Borough Manager
Mary Ellen DeFranco, Mayor
Bernadette Kearney — HRMM&L
Brenda Valletta — Tax Collector
Absent:
David J. Ceraul, Esq., Solicitor

ACTION ITEM:

1. Council President Kresge reported that Ordinance #1005 repealing the Bangor Borough per-capita
tax was approved at the July 22, 2024 Council Meeting. Mayor DeFranco vetoed this Ordinance.
~. . A copy.of the lettet of objections submitted by Mayor DeFranco will be attached to these minutes.
_ Re-consideration of this Ordinance was discussed. Council Member Schweitzer read a letter to
Council stating his -opinions/fecommendations regarding the per-capita tax. Mayor DeFranco
commented that she researched the per-capita tax and shared that information with Council.
Council Member Paulson expressed her concerns regarding the number of rental units in the
~-borough.—Krista-Ashmore from-548 Fairview Avenue was present to ask Council questions about
~the per-capita tax: Denise Scott was present from 223 Park Avenue to ask Brenda Valletta
questions regarding the per-capita tax. Council Member Capone questioned the yearly rental
application fees. Manager Reider stated that one way to recoup the money from abolishing the per-
capita tax could be to increase the yearly rental license fees. Council Member Augustine is in favor
of abolishing the per-capita tax and increasing the yearly rental registration fees. A MOTION to
reconsider Ordinance #1005 after the objections and veto of the mayor, was made by Capone,
seconded by Sperling. Roll call vote: Sperling-Ay, Augustine-Ay, Kresge-Ay, Donnelly-Ay,
Capone-Ay, Schweitzer-Ay, Paulson-Ay, but let the record show that Ms. Paulson disagrees with
the wording of the Ordinance. Ms. Paulson feels the wording is ambiguous and inaccurate. Vote:
7-0. All were in favor. MOTION carried. The veto was overridden, and Ordinance#1005 was

passed.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
1. Council Member Augustine mentioned the Golf Ball Drop Event at the park on 9/10/24.
2. Council Member Paulson feels that Council should focus more on the rental issue.



3. Council Member Schweitzer stated that eliminating the per-capita tax is going to help the owner-
occupied properties by shifting the cost burden to the landlords.

4. Council Member Donnelly would like to be involved in the borough rental issue.

5. Manager Reider stated that one of the pumps at the pool had to be replaced.

6. Council Member Sperling complimented the local fire departments for their efforts during the
recent fire on Market Street.

7. Council President Kresge complimented the local fire departments for working together.

ADJOURNMENT:
A MOTION to adjourn was made by Donnelly, seconded by Augustine. All were in favor. MOTION
carried. The Bangor Borough Council Meeting adjourned at 8:23 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,
Tracy Palmer, Administrative Secretary
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